
Dear Manna Project Community,

I want to take this opportunity to thank you for your support of Manna Project International. It is
because of you that we have been able to deliver on our promise of communities serving communities.
The relationships I’ve enjoyed over this past year made it difficult to come to a decision I believe is best
for the organization and myself.

Beginning this month, we will start a search for the organization’s next leader. During this time, I will be
reaching out to individuals like you as well as other organizations to continue to grow key partnerships
and relationships that will set our next ED up for success. Over the next few months, I hope to connect
with many of you, hear about your experience with MPI and discuss opportunities to continue your
involvement in our work.  

It has been a pleasure and privilege to work with you as Executive Director and I’m proud of what we’ve
accomplished together. And while I may be stepping away from my specific role at MPI, I’m confident
that our team is in a strong place to do great things with our next ED. We are all committed to ensuring
a smooth transition and taking the best next steps for Manna Project and those it serves.

Sincerely,

Robert

Welcome to our Newest Program
Director, Kelly!

This month our Ecuador site has welcomed our newest
Program Director, Kelly! She is joining us after two
years of teaching English in Japan and will be
spending the next year working with MPI's Ecuador
community! Despite the initial culture shock of moving
from Japan to Ecuador, she is settling in very well and
we know she is going to be a great teacher and asset
to our programs. Welcome Kelly! If you are interested
in becoming a Program Director, click here.

Our Community Kids Love Summer Camp!

This month, our Program Directors ran a two-week
summer camp at our community center and the kids
in our community had a blast! Some favorite activities
included: English games, homemade lava lamps,
painting projects, healthy snacks, marshmallow
slingshots, both Ecuadorian and American field
games, and a field trip to a local park. Our Program
Directors are also incredibly grateful for the hard work
of the community volunteers who came to camp every
day and were a vital part in making it such a big
success!

Our Community Lines Up for
Inscriptions Day!

We wrapped up August with our Inscriptions Day!
Inscriptions day is where our community members
come out to take placement tests and sign up for both
our kids and adult English classes. Our English classes
are extremely popular, and some community
members showed up as early as 2 am to line up for a
spot! Needless to say, it was a very busy day for our
staff and community volunteers. Luckily, most of the
people in the community who signed up were able to
get spots in the classes that they wanted. Everyone is
excited to start their classes next month!

Increasing Women’s Access to
Effective Contraception

Effective contraception is a top priority in our
Villa Guadalupe clinic. The community has a
high rate of adolescent and unplanned
pregnancy, with many women becoming
pregnant while using traditional birth control
methods such as pills. We are working to
increase women’s access to long-acting
reversible contraceptives (LARCs), such as
IUDs and implants, which are shown to be 20
times more effective than pills. In August,
our primary care doctor, Dr. Narvaez, was
certified in management of LARCs and will
now offer women essential family planning
services during a primary care consultation.
Please Support our Nicaragua Clinics here!

Women's Health Fair was a
Success!

In August, MPI hosted a Women’s Health Fair
in Villa Guadalupe with partner organizations,
Soy Nica and PASMO. Over 30 women came
out to learn about family planning methods
and women’s unique nutritional needs.
Women in attendance were also able to have
a PAP smear performed or receive a family
planning consultation with one of our
doctors. Collaborating with community
partners is a great way to deepen our
relationships within the communities!

Staff Spotlight: Dr. Wendy
Sanchez

Magda Ney is a 37-year-old mother of two
and resident of the Cedo Galán community.
She and her children, Tatiana and Hector,
have been frequent visitors of MPI’s Cedro
Galán clinic since it first opened in 2013.
When asked why she and her family choose
to use MPI’s clinic, Magda said that she likes
having a clinic here in the community that is
close to her home so that she does not have
to travel far. “It is also nice that the clinic is
so affordable,” she said, “and the staff are
always friends and provide great service.”
Magda and her children are like many of the
other families in Cedro Galán who rely upon
the services of our clinic. To support the
clinic, please consider making a donation.

Thank you to those who have donated! Your financial support is vital to ensuring ongoing
patient consults and treatment, along with the salaries of on-site staff. The need in Nicaragua
is still great, so please consider aiding our clinics and donating below! We are forever
grateful for you!
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