
 

Introducing MPI's New Executive Director!

Please welcome Robert Grabel to the Manna Project community as our new Executive Director!

Robert comes to us with over 17 years of nonprofit experience including leadership roles with
Volunteers of America, the American Heart Association, and JDRF. He also launched Teens Run
Westchester, a mentoring organization that uses running to inspire young people to be healthy,
goal oriented leaders in their community. Robert has an impressive track record of effectively
leading and successfully growing organizations, and we're incredibly grateful to have him join us.

Robert is excited to be a part of the Manna Project team and continue his focus on community
health, education and economic empowerment. In addition to his accomplished professional
resume, Robert plays guitar, sings, and is training for a triathlon! He lives in Southwest Florida and
enjoys spending time with his wife, daughter and two dogs. Manna Project's board and staff have
thoroughly enjoyed getting to know Robert over the past few weeks, and are thrilled to introduce
him to you. 

 
As MPI’s new Executive Director, I’m absolutely thrilled to say hello to you, the Manna Project
Community! Many of you have greeted me warmly by saying, “Welcome to your Manna Journey”.
Please know that this is a journey I am honored and excited to be a part of. It is a journey I am
confident we can build on, enhance and grow.

I am incredibly grateful to everyone for their vital contributions to our mission. I’ve had the chance
to learn so much based on the conversations I’ve had with our MPI team, including our volunteers,
board members and staff members. We’re very fortunate to have such incredible Program Directors
who are making a difference in the lives of the communities we partner with in Nicaragua and
Ecuador. And as many are former Program Directors themselves, our board is uniquely equipped to
provide the strategic direction and leadership we need. Last, but certainly not least, I am
continually amazed by the passion, commitment and drive of our on-site staff – they are amazing.  

In my first month here, I’ve been asked several times what I plan to change. Please know that I am
not a fan of change for the sake of change. I personally believe in our mission and vision – both are
clear and sound. Further, I am confident that our health, education and economic empowerment
programs are very much on-target. My goal and hope is that with your help we can ensure the best
possible alignment between our programs and the long-term impact they have on the communities
that we serve.   

On a final note, I truly enjoy connecting with our Manna Project International team and community.
I welcome the chance to hear from you and invite you to share your thoughts and suggestions on
how we can make MPI the absolute best at what we do. You can reach me at
robert@mannaproject.org or 615-290-5746. I look forward to hearing from you.

With much gratitude,

 

Robert Grabel
Executive Director

New Library Technology Station

With the help of Kevin, a short-term
volunteer at the Ecuador site, the Library now
has a technology center with two laptops!
Each laptop is equipped with a variety of
programs, including educational games for
kids, English learning activities, and typing
instruction. Community members are excited
about these new resources, as they are eager
to increase their language and technical skills
but have not had the resources to do so
easily. Many of the kids have already used
the computers! 

To see more about what Ecuador is doing to
improve technology in the Los Chillos
Valley, click here.

Manna Summer Camp

Every year, the Ecuador site hosts a summer
day camp for kids in the community during
two weeks in August. This year camp included
field day, arts and crafts, and even a trip to
the Water Museum in Quito! Kids had the
opportunity on their field trip to learn about
the importance of water in our daily lives.
Summer camp is a really great way for
incoming Program Directors to meet
community members and start diving into
programs while our English classes are on a
month-long break. Check out photos from
August on Facebook to see more of what kids
did during summer camp! 

Community Member Presentation

Active community members, Christian and his
wife, Laura, recently gave a presentation to
the Program Directors about the community
in which we live and work, Rumiloma.
Christian and his family have lived in the
Valley and Rumiloma for their entire lives,
and shared how the now populated region
had few residents 40 years ago. The
presentation was filled with history of the
area and stories about how it was founded.

Learn more about the community of
Rumiloma in this recap on the Ecuador blog.

   

Life Lessons Thru Art

Camp J.A.M. is a program that provides kids a
space for creative exploration and self
expression. Even more, it provides the
opportunity to use games and art to promote
positive values and healthy living. Recently
students participated in activities that illustrated
the effects of cleanliness, and played games that
emphasized the importance of listening and
being kind.

English Classes

A new semester of community English classes
began in August in Nicaragua. Each of our
Program Directors plan and lead at least one of
the five different levels of English courses
offered. This is an exciting semester for many of
our students as well, as a number of them
graduated from their classes last semester to
advance to the next level. They are very eager
to continue improving their written and verbal
English, and we share in their excitement. We
look forward to the semester ahead and
continuing to find creative and engaging ways of
teaching.

Bienvenida & Despedida

Each year we hold a community event to
welcome the new Program Directors and to say
goodbye to those who are leaving. At this
"Bienvenida & Despedida" party the outgoing
Program Directors had the chance to thank the
community for the friendships formed and for
making their time in Nicaragua so memorable. It
was an emotional evening for everybody in
attendance.

While everyone was sad to see the Program
Directors of the past year leave, they were also
excited to meet the new group. The event was a
great opportunity for the new Program Directors
and community members to introduce
themselves and begin to get to know one
another.

Check out the Nicaragua blog to read more
about the Bienvenida & Despedida party,
including words from one of the outgoing
Program Directors to the community.
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