
 

Spooktakular October Wraps Up With
Halloween Monster Mash!

 

 

The Halloween Monster Mash is one of the most anticipated events at the Community Center each
year in Ecuador. This year, our Program Directors donned their "dead teacher" outfits, decorated
the space beautifully, and hosted a haunted house, carnival games, face-painting and arts and
crafts. The children enjoyed Colada Morada and GuaGuas de Pan, the traditional drink of the
season made of fruits and the "baby breads" decorated and eaten with the drink. This was
followed by the Halloween Costume Contest, a fun way for children to dress up and win prizes.
Over 80 kids stopped by the Community Center making it a spooky fun day! Check out
the Ecuador Facebook Album to see more pictures of the Halloween party.  

 
Partner Organization Spotlight:

Antorcha de la Vida 

Our team in Ecuador has been working with
fellow non-profit organization, Antorcha de la
Vida, which is located in Sangolqui and offers
programs for children and adults with
disabilities. Our Program Directors head to
Antorcha three times a week to help out with 
their water and horse therapy programs, and 
support their day-to-day operations. This
partnership offers Program Directors a wide
range of opportunities to be involved and lend
a helping hand. Even short term participants
can get involved at Antorcha de la Vida. If
you're interested in sending a team to
Ecuador for Spring Break, apply here! 

Launching a New Military 
Program Partnership 

October saw the beginning of another new 
partner program in Ecuador. After working
out a curriculum, our team has launched
another course with local Military members to
improve their levels of English to better serve
their country. The class focuses on basic, as
well as technical and military related, English.
Program Directors Mike and Rob are enjoying
this new flagship course and forming a
valuable new community partnership. To
learn more about our partner
organizations check out our website. 

Program Directors Enjoy the Beauty
of Quilotoa Crater Lake 

Recently, on a sunny day in Ecuador, the
Program Directors took a day trip to Quilotoa
Crater Lake. The crater lake was originally
created by volcanic activity and is known as
one of the most beautiful destinations in all of
Ecuador. After traveling all day, the Program
Directors were rewarded with incredibly
beautiful sights, including the brilliant blue
surface of the lake. While some PD's hiked
back up to the top, others chose to ride a
donkey! The trip was another great cultural
experience traveling around Ecuador. Check
out the Ecuador Blog where Joey, one of
our Program Directors, shares his
experience.

Board Visits Houston for Retreat

 

Manna Project International's Board of
Directors spent the final weekend of October
in Houston, one of this year's host cities for
the World Series. The volunteer leadership
team convened to discuss strategies for
enhancing on-site programming, developing
Program Director leadership training, and
additional opportunities to further our mission
and vision. They also took some time away
from work to enjoy a bit of the championship
baseball games, some great Tex-Mex and
visits to local sites. Click here to meet our
Board of Directors.

  

  Nicaragua prepares for Lacrosse the
Nations Cup on November 18th

 

Lacrosse the Nations (LtN), one of our partner
organizations in Nicaragua, uses the sport of
lacrosse to promote teamwork and leadership
to the communities it serves. LtN will be
hosting its fifth annual fundraising tournament,
the LtN Cup, on November 18th, in Nicaragua.
Ten teams will compete in this exciting
competition to raise funds for LtN's recreation
and nutrition programs, which benefit their
communities. A portion of the fundraising
proceeds will also go to support Manna
Project's Cedro Galán and Villa Guadalupe
health clinics, which benefit over 5,300
community members. Pictured above is Team
Carazo, from the public school in
Chiquilistagua. Please visit the Lacrosse the
Nations website to sponsor a team.

 Nicaragua Program Directors Participate
in First Quarterly Retreat 

In October, the Nicaragua Program Directors
enjoyed their first quarterly retreat at Laguna
de Apoyo, a volcano crater lake located about
an hour from Managua. Over the course of two
days, the team received trainings on strategies
for working as a team, best practices for
international development, and ideas for 
promoting and sharing Manna Project's work.
The group also had a chance to review their
progress after the first few months on site and
set goals they hope to achieve as a group over
the course of the year. The team returned to
programs revived after having the opportunity
to decompress in such a stunning location!

Camp J.A.M. Helps Kids Learn 
about Oral Hygiene

Our Program Directors are eager to incorporate
educational lessons into Camp J.A.M. in order
to maximize the time students spend in the
program each week. As part of this push,
they've added activities that instill important
lessons about health, education, and other
topics that encourage campers to enjoy better
health and wellness. Pictured above is a lesson
where students learned about the importance
of oral hygiene, how to properly brush their
teeth, and a song they could sing to
themselves while brushing. 

Health Class Serves Up a Cookbook with
Recipes for Healthy Relationships

  

The school year is coming to a close in
Chiquilistagua's public school and students in
Girls' and Boys' Health are studying for final
exams and working on end-of-year projects.
The students pictured here designed a
cookbook for creating healthy relationships.
This creative cookbook highlights the most
important ingredients for a strong relationship.
Our Program Directors were truly excited to
work with them on this exciting project.
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